FRADL Newsletter— August 2025

Friends of Roscommon Area District Library
“A strong library for a stronger community.”

2025 Officers:
President:
Joe Battocletti

V. Pres.

Secretary:
Sue Glover

Treasurer:
Lisa Sutton

Trustee & Chair of the Nom-
inating Committee:
Cathy Spencer

Trustee & RADL Board Liai-
son;
Bobbie Werle

Trustee & Member at Large:
Mary Lou Jennette

Next Meeting:
September 9th, 1:00
Pre-meeting social half hour
with snacks at 12:30 PM

SO MANY
BOOKS,

President’s Message

HOW A BOX OF USED BOOKS CHANGED A LOT OF LIVES

I recently ran across the memoirs of best selling author Larry
McMurtry (Lonesome Dove, Terms of Endearment, Last Picture
Show among many others) describing his childhood in an im-
poversished Texas household. His rural home literally had no books-
not even a family Bible. The nearest public library was miles away.
Then a cousin who was leaving for the Army dropped off a box of
his old books: Hardy Boys, Tom Swift, Jules Verne, H.G. Wells,
Robert Louis Stevenson and more. In devouring them, McMurtry
awakened an overpowering love for reading which led to a desire to
become a writer.

McMurtry's successes are all well documented in the writing,
movie and television fields. His imagination and storytelling created
opportunities for many entertainment figures and inspired countless
others to emulate him. This shows how the gift of even one book-
used or new- much less a box of them, can change the world for so
many people. It also reminds us of how blessed we are to have one
of the finest small town Libraries in Michigan for ourselves and our
children. Many Larry McMurtry’s never had the chance to discover
and fulfill authors' dreams because they were never exposed to a
Library like ours. It also reminds we who love to read of the precious
gift the Good Lord has bestowed upon us for hours of enjoyment as
well as personal advancement. Whether you have rooms overflow-
ing with bookshelves or must rely on the Library and its MelCat con-
nection for all your reading, you have the universe at your com-
mand.

The legendary championship football coach, and avid reader,
Nick Saban, Put it this way: "In 6 hours, you can read a book that
took an author 5 years to research. Nowhere else in this world will
you find that great a return on investment.”

Joe Battocletti

Membership Meetings:

Second Tuesday: May through December, 1:00
Leadership Meetings:

Last Tuesday of the Month: May through December,
1:30



;......... Thank you for all your generous
bl ok donations; they made our back-to-school
aarAn s e bingo a success!
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The blue canopy came in handy at our Friends
booth at July's Roscommon Artsfest, with a day that
began with rain showers and ended with abundant
sunshine. The mood was sunny, too as we signed
up 5 new members and took some generous contri-
butions. Once again, we experienced the high es-
teem in which the Library is held by the community.
It's a testimony to Colleen's leadership and the
great work of her dedicated staff. We're proud to
play a role in making one of Northern Michigan's
great Libraries even greater!

hosted a Dungeons and
Dragons program as a trial.
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| know summer is about over, but:
From the American Library Association:

2025 Summer Reading Lists for Kids

The 2025 Summer Reading Lists feature book
titles and digital media options to keep children
engaged in reading and exploring throughout
the summer. Four lists are available for birth-
preschool and grades K-2, 3-5, and 6-8. The
lists are free to download and share!

Click here for lists:
https://www.ala.org/alsc/summer-2025

We would like to express our thanks to all of our
volunteers that made this summer reading a suc-
cess! Thank you to the Friends of the library for our
prizes and to Campbell’'s Canoe Livery for a canoe
trip prize. The downpour did not stop us from hav-
ing a memorable time, with our wonderful library
patrons pulling together to get tables and prizes
back inside!

" Reader’s Corner: by Joe Battocletti

Do you recall your second most important "birthday",
= after the one that saw you come into the world? It's
=the day you learned to read. That's usually more
nebulous because the process of discovering that
those seemingly disconnected symbols called
. letters" formed words that connected to each other =«
. o create ideas in your mind generally comes gradu- =
ally. After that happens, the world of books opens for
a lifetime. These quotes about reading remind us of
our good fortune and provide some different insights
about what we constant readers know and experi-
ence:

“Areader lives a thousand lives before he dies. The
. man who never reads lives only one.” — George
. R.R. Martin, A Dance with Dragons

“We read to know we're not alone.” — William Ni-
cholson, Shadowlands: A Play

= “Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.” —
Frederick Douglass

“It is what you read when you don't have to that de-
:termines what you will be when you can't help it.” —
Oscar Wilde

Library Trivia:
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In 1905, the Hagerstown (Md.) Public Library, now
part of the Washington County Free Library, began
the first public library service on wheels as a horse-
drawn book wagon designed by Mary Lemist
Titcomb, head of the library.

Public Libraries:

The idea of public libraries, accessible to all mem-
bers of society, began to develop in the 17th and
18th centuries.

The Library Company of Philadelphia, founded
by Benjamin Franklin in 1731, was one of the first
subscription libraries in America.

The first free public library in the United States was
established in Peterborough, New Hampshire in
1833
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Friends of the RADL Mission:

To promote the development of excellent
library services for all patrons through
fundraising, advocacy and volunteerism.

Membership Year: September 1 to August 31

Dues: $5.00 per member, per year
$100.00 Lifetime dues

Make check out to:
Friends of RADL

PO 311

Roscommon, Ml 48653
Or deliver to RADL desk

Contact Us!

friendsofradl@gmail.com

Like us on Facebook
Library website:
http://www.roscommonlibrary.org

Roscommon Area District Library
106 Lake Street

P.O. Box 888

Roscommon, M|l 48653
989-281-1305

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 10:00-7:00
Friday: 10:00-5:00
Saturday: 10:00-3:00

Lyon Township Branch Library
7851 West Higgins Lake Dr.

Higgins Lake, Ml 48627
989-821-9111

Tuesday through Friday: 10:00—3:00
(times are subject to change)

If you have anything to contribute to the newsletter, send
it to: wilmabarber55@gmail.com

If you have a favorite book, let us know. Give us the ti-
tle, author and a brief description of the story.
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YEARS

2010—2025

109 Members Strong!

Thank You for your
Continued Support:

Renewals:

New Members:




