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FRADL Newsletter— October 2025

Friends of Roscommon Area District Library
“A strong library for a stronger community.”

2025 Officers:

President:
Jim Engelhard

V. Pres.
Ann Jordan

Secretary:
Mary Lou Jeanette

Treasurer:
Lisa Sutton

Trustee & Chair of the Nominat-
ing Committee:
Sue Glover

Trustee & RADL Board Liaison:
Bobbie Werle

Trustee & Member at Large:
Beverly Emery

Next Meeting:

November 11th, 1:00
Pre-meeting social half hour
with snacks at 12:30 PM

President’s Message

Joe Battocletti (aka Radio Joe) is passing the torch as President of
the FRADL. Joe’s dedicated and wise leadership will remain a cor-
nerstone of future endeavors as Friends continue to work with our
Amazing Roscommon Area Library. The Mission of Friends will con-
tinue as our intrepid volunteers work to serve this terrific community
and provide first class support of programs that make the Roscom-
mon Area District Library second to none in Northern Michigan. With
a variety of great opportunities to help FRADL grow, we encourage
all members to stay informed and involved in those and future
events.

Thank you, Joe and all members; past, present and future.

Jim Engelhard, FRADL President

Dues are being accepted.

As our President says: It's the best $5.00 you will spend all year! Or
you can pay $100 for a lifetime membership - what a deal!

Here’s the kicker: Reading feeds your brain, sparks
your imagination, and costs less than your morning
coffee run. You don’t need to buy every bestseller
to stay in the loop. You just need a library card.

Membership Meetings:

Second Tuesday: May through December, 1:00
Pre-meeting social half hour with snacks at 12:30 PM

Leadership Meetings:
Last Tuesday of the Month: May through December, 1:30




A Few Upcoming Events:

Lord of the Gourd, 2:00pm October 16th. Come
watch Pat sculpt pumpkins

oy
y (‘W; Secretary of State Mobile will be at the Library
i on October 31st, 10am—3pm.

Rocktoberfest. We signed up 16 new and re-
newed memberships, gave away treats.

Lovely Gift basket raffled off at
Rocktoberfest. Thank you to all who
donated!

Winner:
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"Incoming Friends President Jim Engelhard .

. o . . arrivals at RADL
explains why joining Friends is the best $5 Click on book:

you'll spend all year".




If you would like to contact your member
of congress on saving the libraries: go
here to fill out a form to email.

https://app.oneclickpolitics.com/campaign-page?
cid=Z2wEjpcBbXOkFlaXonSK&lang=en&utm_sour
ce=PPA&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=suho
mepage

Mine went to: Jack Bergman, Elizza Slotkin and
Gary Peters.

The Smithsonian:

The Smithsonian Institution (a complex of nation-
al museums and research centers in the United
States) was founded on August 10, 1846, through
legislation signed by President James Polk.

The cornerstone of the main building was laid in
1847.

Smithson Bequest

The initial money for the Smithsonian was provided
by a bequest in the will of James Smithson (1765—
1829), a wealthy English scientist.

The will stipulated that if his heir (a nephew) died
without children, Smithson’s estate should go to the
United States “to found at Washington, under the
name of the Smithsonian Institution, an establish-
ment for the increase and diffusion of knowledge.”

After the death of Smithson’s nephew in 1835, the
U.S. Congress debated and

eventually approved the acceptance of

the bequest in 1836, with support from President
Andrew Jackson. The United States received the
legacy of more than $500,000 in 1838.

Planning the Smithsonian

Smithson’s will had been vague, leaving the United
States to debate what sort of national institution to
create with the money. A museum, library,
observatory, scientific institute, and university
were among the suggestions, and it was finally
decided that the Smithsonian would be a
compromise between the various options.
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What is the oldest library still in exist-
ence?

The Saint Catherine's Monastery Library in Sinai,
Egypt, is the oldest continually operating library in
the world, dating back to the 6th century CE. This
UNESCO World Heritage site houses a significant
collection of early Christian manuscripts and is still

actively used for preservation and scholarship, utiliz- ®

ing modern technology to scan and study ancient
texts.

Established: Between 548 and 565 CE

Significance: It holds the second-largest collection
of early codices after the Vatican and is a vital re-
source for understanding lost works through its col-

lection of palimpsests.

Modern Use: A dedicated imaging lab operates

within the monastery, with international teams of sci-

entists and scholars working to preserve these an-
cient texts and reveal hidden content from the re-
used pages.

What is the oldest library still in exist-
ence?

According to Edmund Farwell Slafter, the first public
library was founded in Boston by the Rev. John
Checkley at the Old State House sometime between
1711 when Boston's Old State House was built, and
1725.

“What is the longest overdue library book?

The most overdue library book is a 1609 German
book, "Scriptores rerum Germanicarum septen-
trionalium...", borrowed from Sidney Sussex College,

" Cambridge by Colonel Robert Walpole in 1667-68. It

was returned in 1956 by Professor John H.

Plumb, making it 288 years overdue and setting the
Guinness World Record for the most overdue library
book.

: Wow, at $.05 per day, that would be over $5,200.00!




Reader’s Corner: by Joe Battocletti

BOOK REPORTING- REAL HISTORY PLUS
AN AUTHOR's IMAGINATION

A really good historical novel makes the past
more vivid and relatable while maintaining the
truth of the actual events themselves. The best
ones are as well researched as top-shelf nonfic-
tion history volumes.

American history lovers will find a lot to
enjoy in Gore Vidal's "Narratives of Empire" se-
ries. The 7 books take you from the American
Revolution to the 21st century, starting with Burr
and continuing thru_Lincoln, 1876, Empire, Holly-
wood, Washington, DC, and The Golden Age.
The imagined characters interact with real histori-
cal personages in believable, authentic ways. It's
outstanding storytelling with the edginess that
Vidal brought into all his works. But his perspec-
tives are not predictable, given what you might
know about Vidal's personal politics. Lincoln es-
pecially stands out . As a standalone volume it's
a great gift to anybody who's interested in this
period in US history. Vidal adds an afterward de-
tailing his research and confirming that he took
no artistic license with any known facts about the
16th President, his family, and his close associ-
ates.

Even James Michener's fans (like this
one) will admit that his big histories suffer from
book bloat. But that doesn't make them less in-
teresting, even as you sometimes skim thru such
chapters as the one dedicated to the life of one
Canada goose (in Chesapeake). His best histori-
cal fiction takes you to Alaska, Caribbean, Space,
Poland, Centennial, Mexico, and Hawaii. Mich-
ener also wrote an engrossing non-fiction memoir
titted The World Is My Home. What he did during
World War Il and how Teddy Roosevelt's daugh-
ter jump started Michener's writing career proves
again that truth is stranger than fiction.

Loren Estleman's bibliography is a quilt of
hard-boiled crime, westerns, and detective sto-
ries but four of his "Detroit Series" novels make
up an excellent chronicle covering Detroit's earli-
est days as the Motor City to the start of the
1960's. Thunder City, Whiskey River, Jitterbug,
and_Edsel are entertaining fun reads with abun-
dant factual bite. Whiskey River is especially
good, telling Detroit's Prohibition years story in
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an unforgettable way.

Charles Dickens wrote one top-notch historical
fiction, his famous A Tale of Two Cities. It's often
lumped in with his other novels, which are more fo-
cused on characters than events. But Tale puts you
into the middle of what it felt to be engulfed by the
French Revolution, written when the events them-
selves were only 60 years or less in the past and
people who had survived them were still alive.

If all the historical fiction novels in circulation
were laid end to end, they'd reach to the moon, and
possibly back. These are ones that I've personally
read and can recommend. If "Book Reporting" has
stirred your imagination, please write an article and
send it to newsletter editor Wilma Barber at wil-

mabarber55@gmail.com. A great book recommenda-

tion is a wonderful gift to everyone who sees your
words.
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Friends of the RADL Mission:

To promote the development of excellent
library services for all patrons through
fundraising, advocacy and volunteerism.

Membership Year: September 1 to August 31

Dues: $5.00 per member, per year
$100.00 Lifetime dues

Make check out to:
Friends of RADL

PO 311

Roscommon, Ml 48653
Or deliver to RADL desk

Contact Us!

friendsofradl@gmail.com

Notes from the October 14th
meeting:

The changing of the guard...Joe Battocletti
handing the gavel to our new president, Jim
Engelhard.

Budget for 2025/2026 approved. Bylaws amend-
ments approved. Annual internal audit: all is in
order.

Over 2 tons of paper was shredded at the last
Shred It day.

40 attended the Jackie and Gary concert.

A lot of tickets were given out for our Made in
Michigan basket at the Rocktoberfest. An out of
town lady won the basket. Thank you to every-
one who donated a gift.

26 attended the Witch Painting class

17 came to see the Secretary of State

109 Members Strong!
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Thank You for your
Continued Support:

Like us on Facebook
Library website:
http://www.roscommonlibrary.org

Roscommon Area District Library
106 Lake Street

P.O. Box 888

Roscommon, Ml 48653
989-281-1305

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 10:00-7:00
Friday: 10:00-5:00
Saturday: 10:00-3:00

Lyon Township Branch Library
7851 West Higgins Lake Dr.

Higgins Lake, Ml 48627
989-821-9111

Tuesday through Friday: 10:00—3:00
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