FRADL Newsletter— September 2025

Friends of Roscommon Area District Library
“A strong library for a stronger community.”

2025 Officers:
President:
Jim Englehard

V. Pres.

Secretary:
Mary Lou Jeanette

Treasurer:
Lisa Sutton

Trustee & Chair of the Nominat-
ing Committee:
Sue Glover

Trustee & RADL Board Liaison:
Bobbie Werle

Trustee & Member at Large:
Beverly Emery

Next Meeting:
October 14, 1:00

Pre-meeting social half hour
with snacks at 12:30 PM

President’s Message

This is the final time you'll be reading Friends' President's Notes
composed by me. I've had a great 2 years, thanks to the outstand-
ing support of our membership, which overflows with generous
hardworking volunteers for Friends' projects.

The new leadership team, which will take the Friends' helm
next month, will take our organization to even greater accomplish-
ments. If they receive the level of support that | had, they will be em-
powered to transcend all previous records.

Recently on social media the topic concerned public libraries
and one response was "A waste of money- everything's available on
line". | resisted the temptation to fire off a snarky reply but I'm cer-
tain that person hasn't visited a library in a long while, if ever. But his
pessimistic attitude was constructive in that it led me to think about
all the ways our community is richer and stronger because our Li-
brary has evolved from its days in a corner of Roscommon High
School (my first experience) to the original stand alone building in
what is now the Shepherd of the Lakes Evangelical Lutheran
Church to today's genuine "jewel of the North Country". Perhaps its
greatest benefit is as a welcoming place to anyone who seeks
knowledge and self-improvement, regardless of any of the catego-
ries of ethnicity, gender, political attitudes, age, income, social status
or anything else that often tends to divide us in the America of
2025. The Library is a friend all of us can be proud of.

A question that sometimes comes up in an organization is
"who's the most important member we have?" As far as the Friends
of the Roscommon Library is concerned, the answer is: "look in your
mirror". See at our next meeting....Joe

Membership Meetings:

Second Tuesday: May through December, 1:00
Pre-meeting social half hour with snacks at 12:30 PM

Leadership Meetings:
Last Tuesday of the Month: May through December, 1:30




New Kids Computers!

Thanks to the generosity of the numerous people
who made memorial contributions to the Friends in
honor of late Friends Past President Connie Allen,
we have been able to provide the Library with two
new computers optimized for children. They are up
and running in the Children’s area away from the
main computer bank with software that’s designed
for the youngest users. The new computers reflect
Connie’s focus on learning and nurturing young
minds. They are a lasting tribute to a great Friends’
leader who is sorely missed.

How old are you?
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A Few Upcoming Events:

Secretary of State Mobile will be at the

| Library on September 19th and October
. 31st, 10am—3pm.

~ Adult Trivia w/Radio Joe, September

18th, 4:30pm

Jackie Davidson & Gary Brandt Concert,
September 24th, 2:30pm

Check out new
arrivals at RADL
Click on book:

20th ANNIVERSARY

naTionAL Friends or | (012
Celebrate with us!
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How cool is this?
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Libraries typically provide books—not publish them.
But eight years ago, Ann Arbor (Mich.) District Li-
brary (AADL) had some voices it wanted the world
to hear.

“We've always had a hardcore group of local writ-
ers,” says Erin Helmrich, librarian at AADL. The li-
brary first launched a program to provide support,
learning, and advice for local emerging writers.
That program, she says, “started the idea percolat-
ing of how else we could support the local writing
community.”

And so emerged Fifth Avenue Press, AADL’s pub-
lishing imprint, in 2017. Focused on the authors,
history, and culture of Michigan’s Washtenaw
County, the imprint—coordinated by Helmrich—
includes 60 titles spanning literary genres. They
range from Light from a Cage (2017), a chronicle of
local educator Judy Patterson Wenzel's experienc-
es teaching in a prison classroom, to Peri Peri Pap-
rika (2024), a sci-fi novel written by Leanne Su, a
University of Michigan doctoral student.

In the last decade, several other libraries have
started their own publishing operations. Their ef-
forts are designed to expand the audience for local
authors and stories that might otherwise go unno-
ticed.

“The goodwill toward the library for this, for helping
people’s dreams come true, has turned out to be a
lovely side benefit,” Helmrich adds.

To read the entire article:

https://
americanlibrariesmagazine.orq/2025/06/02/
going-to-
/// press/
Back to
School
Bingo was

a success!!

Thank you
- to everyone
“5..0#8 for your
& A /generous
donations.
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. Reader’s Corner: by Joe Battocletti

‘I declare after all there is no enjoyment like reading!
How much sooner one tires of anything than of a
book! -- When | have a house of my own, | shall be
miserable if | have not an excellent library.” — Jane
Austen, Pride and Prejudice

“Books are the ultimate Dumpees: put them down
and they’ll wait for you forever; pay attention to them
and they always love you back.” — John Green, An
Abundance of Katherines

“Books are the quietest and most constant of
friends; they are the most accessible and wisest of
counselors, and the most patient of teachers.” ---
Charles W. Eliot (Harvard University's longest-
serving president)

“Until | feared | would lose it, | never loved to read.
One does not love breathing.” — Harper Lee, To Kill
a Mockingbird

" “Sleep is good, he said, and books are better."—

George R. R. Martin

“Think before you speak. Read before you think.” —
Fran Lebowitz, The Fran Lebowitz Reader

Library Trivia:

Mrs. Al Chase of Glen Ellyn, lllinois founded the
first group in the US officially named Friends of the
Library in 1922. It raised $365 to help the library
purchase new books. Another group called Friends
of the Library started in Syracuse, New York in the
same year. Either someone there may have known
or heard of Mrs. Chase’s effort, or the name may
be simply coincidence.

The American Library Association formed a Friends
of Libraries Committee in 1929 to help the for-
mation of more such groups. It remained a commit-
tee within ALA until 1980, when it became a sepa-
rate but affiliated organization called Friends of the
Libraries USA.

By 1985, the organization’s membership included
more than 2,300 friends groups with about 600,000
members. In 2009, it merged with the Association
for Library Trustees and Advocates. The original
name strung together all those keywords. Soon
enough, it changed its name to the easier to re-
member United for Libraries.




BOOK REPORTING: SPORTS BOOKS
GIFT GIVING GUIDE

by Joe Battocletti

The holidays are getting closer and no gift for
the sports lover who's a reader tops a good book.
Here are some sports fanatic tested (by me) ideas:

The University of Michigan aficionado will love
The Big House by Robert M Soderstrom. It's the fas-
cinating story of how Fielding Yost built America's
largest stadium, which will soon celebrate its 100th
anniversary. It reads like a novel, complete with the
danger that Michigan Stadium would be drowned
before it opened. Really, anyone who is interested in
U-of-M's history will enjoy the book whether or not
they care for football.

For the Michigan State fan, there's Arrogance
and Scheming in the Big Ten by David J Young. It's
the inside story of MSU's quest for athletic and sta-
tus equality with U-of-M by joining the Big Ten and
how the Wolverines did all they could to prevent that
from happening. Again, you don't have to be a foot-
ball fan to enjoy the story, much of which falls into
the category of "you couldn't make this stuff up".

Every college sports fan will enjoy Murray Sper-
ber's Onward to Victory which takes collegiate foot-
ball from its "amateur days" of the 1930s to the start
of the mega-money era of the 1990s, and Michael
Oriard's_King Football , which explores the rise of
America's favorite sport and how football became a
national passion. With bigtime college sports start-
ing to openly pay players, both are great looks at
how they got to this point.

Any baseball fan will love We Played the Game
by Danny Peary. It's first-person memories of big
leaguers from 1947-1964-- Hall of Fame superstars
to bench-warmers. It's a giant book in more ways
than one. Dropping it on a small pet could be disas-
trous.

Three home run baseball biographies are
Willie Mays, the Life by James S Hirsch, Clemente
the Passion and Grace of Baseball's Last Hero by
David Maraniss, and_Stan Musial, An American Life
by George Vecsey. They are true biographies deal-
ing with the whole person's entire life, not mere clip
jobs about big games.

A great gift for any fan who loved going to old
Tiger Stadium is Richard Bak's The Corner: A Cen-
tury of Memories at Michigan & Trumbull. It's an en-

grossing look at the lifetime of a ballpark that dou-
bled as a stage for grand opera (yes), religious ser-
vices, and myriad other activates.

A special book for a Tigers' fan who remembers
1976's Bird-mania is_The Bird, the Life and Legacy
of Mark Fidrych by Doug Wilson. The story of a
young man who became a national phenomenon,
then a tragic hero, and finally a mature individual at
peace with fate until an untimely end.

Some quick ideas: The Last Manager (baseball) by
John W Miller....After Jackie (baseball) by Cal Fuss-
man.....Big Fella and Sandy Koufax (both baseball)
both by Jane Leavy.....When Pride Still Mattered
(football) by David Maraniss.....When It Was Just A
Game (football) by Harvey Frommer.....Sawchuck:
The Troubles and Triumphs of the World's Greatest
Goalie (hockey) by David Dupuis

Plus, after your recipient enjoys them, they will
be excellent donations to the Friends Sale Book-
shelf at the Library.

Friendly reminder - please drop off Michigan-
made items at RADL this month for the Rock-
toberfest basket. Thanks

Mackinac Center:

More than 60% of Michigan third graders, and
nearly 58% of fourth graders, failed the 2025
state reading test.

New at the Library:

Thanks to Region 9 Area Agency on Aging, we
offer:

Caregiver books

Dementia toolkits

Touch screen computers
Literature stands

Dementia DVD education sets
Printing and cleaning stipends

¥ % ¥ X ¥ ¥



Friends of the RADL Mission:

To promote the development of excellent
library services for all patrons through
fundraising, advocacy and volunteerism.

Membership Year: September 1 to August 31

Dues: $5.00 per member, per year
$100.00 Lifetime dues

Make check out to:
Friends of RADL

PO 311

Roscommon, M|l 48653
Or deliver to RADL desk

Contact Us!

friendsofradl@gmail.com

Notes from the September 9th meet-
ing:

Halloween party, October 18th: Candy dona-
tions would be appreciated.

Also, a Michigan made product for the basket
to be given away at Rocktoberfest, October
4th.

Both of the above can be dropped off at the
Library.

We will vote on Bylaw changes at our October
meeting.
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109 Members Strong!
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Thank You for your

Continued Support:
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Like us on Facebook
Library website:
http://lwww.roscommonlibrary.orqg

Roscommon Area District Library
106 Lake Street

P.O. Box 888

Roscommon, Ml 48653
989-281-1305

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 10:00-7:00
Friday: 10:00-5:00
Saturday: 10:00-3:00

Lyon Township Branch Library
7851 West Higgins Lake Dr.

Higgins Lake, M|l 48627
989-821-9111

Tuesday through Friday: 10:00—3:00
(times are subject to change)

If you have anything to contribute to the newsletter, send
it to: wilmabarber55@gmail.com

If you have a favorite book, let us know. Give us the ti-
tle, author and a brief description of the story.

Did you know?

Between 2003 and 2023, the proportion of Americans
who read for pleasure on a given day dropped by around
3 percent each year, according to a new paper published
in the journal iScience. Reading reached its peak in
2004, when around 28 percent of individuals reported
reading for pleasure. But by 2023, that number had
dropped to 16 percent—a decline of roughly 40 percent.

Reading for fun has been declining since the 1940s.
However, the “sustained, steady” drop over the past 20
years is “deeply concerning,” says study co-author Jill
Sonke, research director at the Center for Arts in Medi-
cine at the University of Florida, in a statement.

The results are troubling because reading has always
been “one of the more accessible ways to support well-
being,” adds co-author Daisy Fancourt, a behavioral
health researcher at University College London, in the
statement. “The research is clear: Reading is a vital
health-enhancing behavior for every group within socie-
ty, with benefits across the life-course.”




